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Mr Noel Folsom P E 
Regional Director 
Federal E n e r g  Regulatory Comrmssion 
901 Market Street Suite 350 
San Francisco CA 94103 

Dear Mr Folsom 

Thank you for your letter of Augus' 24 1994 transmttlng the Operation Inspection 
Report for Rocky Flats Dams A 2. A 3 C 2 and the Sanitary Landfill Dam which 
were inspected by your Inspector on July 8 1993 

We are c o m t t e d  to providing the proper rnanterance for the dams located on the 
Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site It IS imperative that our staffs work 
closely to ensue that timely receipt of mspectlon reports occur in order to facihtate 
the appropriate funding necessary to correct any problems Attached to this letter 
are (1) responses to several comments contamed in your report and (2) an Actlon 
Plan to address several findings noted in your report 

Thank vou for provlding your Inspector on September 21 1994 for conductlng the 
inspectlons of dams A 4  B 5 and C 2 We are ~II  receipt of your October 13 1994 
letter stating some of your mitral concerns We will be forwarding the photos as 
soon as they become avalable We look forward to receiving the Inspecbon Report 
for these dams soon after If you need addltional informatlon or have questlons on 
the attachments to this letter please call me at 303 966 403 1 or Chervl L Row of 
mv staff at (303) 966 3138 

Sincerely 

Attachments (2) 

cc w/ Att 
T McSpadden DOE HQ EH 331 
C Row RFFO SSD 
P Lee EG&G SWD 
R Stexens EG&G SWD 

ADMIN RECOKL 

Tod 2K. Anderson irector 
Site Support Division 

R f L t  # 



U S DepartmentofEnergy 
Rocky Flats Field Ofice Response 

Atttachment #1 

Response to Federal Energy Regulatory Commision (FERC) Inspecbon Comments 
July, 1993 

1 Secbon A 1 b Dam A 3 Comment Two large areas of slumping on the upstream 
face noted dunng the last years mspechon had been repaired 

Response These two areas have not yet been repared The repalrs have been 
funded for FY95 and are scheduled to be completed by August 7 1995 

2 Sechon B 4 Reservoir Comment Under normal condibons the outlet works of Dam 
C 2 IS operated approximately once a month or as needed to keep the reservoir 
volume well below 10 percent capacity 

Response Although this is the preferred mode of operahon due to operahonal 
constrants unposed by the Colorado Department of Health and Envlronment the 
outlet works of Dam C 2 have not been operated since 1989 Water is dxscharged 
from Pond C 2 by pump to a transfer lme that connects to the Broomfield 
Diversion Ditch An operahons plan is currently being prepared to test operate 
the outlet controls on Dams A 4 B 5 and C 2 with work to be completed this 
fiscal year 

The reservou volume 111 C 2 is mantamed at approximately the 30 % capacity 
level 

3 Secbon B 6 Emergency Acbon Plan Comment The DOE document Emergency 

One signlficant deficiency m the ERP in its present form is 

Response Plan for Water Retenbon Pond Dam Fdure for Rocky Flats Plant 
(latest revuion received by fax on August 6 1992)(ERP) was reviewed and 
found deficient 
the lack of a dam break analysis for Dam C 2 

Response The Emergency Response Plan has undergone extensive revision and 
is now htled Emergency Response Plan for Farlure of Dams 1 A25 5500 06 08 
T ~ I S  EFS is undergoing final revisions and will be submitted for fmal editmg by 
December 1994 

DOE is currently not prepanng a dam break analysis for Dam C 2 Accordlng to 
the FERC guidelines the need for a darn break analysls would not be reqmred If 
Dam C 2 was downgraded from a Class 2 to a Class 3 dam The Stanley Lake 
Reservoir is currently under construchon and wdl serve as a conmnment structure 
between C 2 and Stanley Lake Upon complebon of the resexvolr the State 
Engrneer will review the classificatlon of C 2 and may downgrade the dam to a 
Class 3 Thls review is expected to occur in F'Y 95 If reclassficabon does not 
occur a dam break analysis wdl then be prepared 



U S Department of Energy 
Rocky rlats Fieid Office Response 

Attachment #2 

Rocky rlats Environmental Technology Site (WETS) Actions Proposed in Response 
to Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Inspection Findings July 1993 

FCRC rindinw 

DAMA 2 
(I) Bare spots on the dam upstream face need additional riprap (11) roadway crossing the 
spillway area needs regrading (111) excessive vegetative growth around outlets 

D 4 M  A 3 
(I) Excessive vegetative growth on upstream face the spillway channel and the outlet 
works 

Sanitarv Landfill DAM 
(I) Excessive vegetation growth on both the upstream and downstream faces of the dam 
(11) a large eroded area above the upstream south wing wall of the spillway culvert to be 
repaired 

DAM C 2 
(I) Excessive vegetation growth on the upstream face and crest (11) hlgh grass growth on 
the downstream face needs mowing (in) water treatment plant located in the spillway 
channel to be removed 

WETS ACTION PLAN 

1 Funding has been obligated for repanng the bare spots on Dam A 2 and additional 
nprap will be placed on the upstream face of the dam Ths work is scheduled for 
completion by August 7 1995 

2 Regrading of the roadway on Dam A 2 is scheduled for completion by May 26 1995 

3 RFETS has a Weed Control Program under the Watershed Management Plan that will 
be utilized to address the excesswe vegetation on the upstream dam slopes Herbicide 
application and selective burning are the two methods that have been chosen to 
control this vegetation During 1994 analytical methods were developed to analyze 
for the presence of trace amounts of herbicides in water Ths  was necessary to 
satisfy the water quality standards imposed by the State of Colorado Apphcation of 
herbicides will be performed on a controlled basis beginning in 1995 In additron 
application will be made for a Burn Perrmt from the State of Colorado to conduct 
selective open burning 

4 To control excess vegetation and high grass growth on the dam crests dam spillways 
and downstream dam faces an Integrated Work ControI Plan has been implemented 
During the spring and summer months mowing will be performed to control both the 
height and growth of vegetation in those areas 
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U S Department of Energy 
Rocky Flats Field Office Response 

Attachment #2 

RFETS ACTION PLAN (Co nbnued) 

Control of excessive vegetatlon around the dam outlet works requlres preparation of 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) since this work impacts Wetlands The EA is 
currently being prepared and approval is expected by March 1995 The expected 
outcome is that routme mamtenance will be allowed to continue 

The eroded area on the Sanitary Landfill dam spillway wdl not be repared The dam 
is scheduled to be dramed in 1995 as part of the Operable Unit 7 remediabon plan 
The landfill pond will be filled in and capped as part of the remediation solution 
Low pond levels are currently bemg mantamed and it will not pose significant nsk 111 
the short term 

A plan is currently being prepared to move the water treatment plant that is located in 
the spillway of Dam C 2 While the present location of the treatment system 
represents less than 10% obstructlon to the spillway there does exist the potenhal for 
damage to the equipment m the event of a 100 year flood A decision will be made in 
1995 on the removal 


